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SLOAN STREET GARDEN REGISTRATION FORM & RULES & RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

NAME:        HOME/CELL PHONE:     
 
ADDRESS:        WORK PHONE:     
 
DATE:         E-MAIL:       
 
General Information and Expectations

*We are guests on this garden land and are on the land by permission only. Our use of this land is 
contingent upon our careful stewardship of it. This includes keeping it secure, assuring we and our 

guests behave safely, and that we keep the area tidy and attractive. At any time, we may lose the 
privileges of using the land, so no season of planting is guaranteed. Working to secure the garden as a 

continued or permanent space for the community is one of the responsibilities of garden members* 
Community garden membership is open to all.  The gardeners care for the common areas to keep them looking 
good for the community, grow veggies for donation to a food bank and each person can have either a garden 
plot to grow their own vegetables and flowers or do container gardening. Some gardeners are there to grow 
heirloom tomatoes and exotic greens, some are there to enjoy the outdoors, some to beautify, some to help 
children learn about nature, and some are there to be in a peaceful place in the city, or to build this as a safe 
space for birds, butterflies and a natural home for insects. We are all part of making it enjoyable. As a member, 
you are part of planning and will contribute ideas and figure out ways to accomplish them. We meet periodically 
to make decisions together and for workdays. You should plan to allow about 1 hour on average each week 
caring for your plants and the common areas – this might be 15 minutes sometimes and 2 hours other times. In 
hot weather, plots need frequent watering. Also, the common areas need debris picked up, flowers watered and 
weeding of the brick paths. While it is tempting to have a plot and think of that as your only responsibility, each 
gardener is responsible for regular care of the common areas and water barrels and tool upkeep as well as 
garden oversight, and membership in the garden requires.  
 
Plot and Container Fees 

Yearly plot fees are $5.00 for a 4 ft. by 4 ft. plot (half plot) and $10.00 for an 8 ft. by 4 ft. plot.  (full plot) 
and no fee for containers (you bring your own container) or for those who are “communal space 
gardeners” . Checks should be made out to Saunders Park Neighbors Association (SPN). Funds 
collected and raised will be held separately from other SPN funds and will be used for garden business. 

Deposit for Key and Plot  and Container Clean-up  
A deposit of $5.00 will also be required upon receiving a garden key. This deposit will be returned to 
members when they return their garden key and if they have cleaned up their plot or containers in a 
timely manner. 

Water fees 
For watering, members use the water in the barrels in the garden (kept filled by neighbors). The fee for 
this is $10 per full or half plot, $5 per container for containers. Water is kept available from May through 
September. This water estimate is subject to change when actual usage is examined. Note that the 
water for the communal areas, such as the trees and front border, also comes from this source.  Please 
pay the garden treasurer your fees and she will deposit fees and also assure water money is divided 
between the providers of the water. 

Gardeners’ Responsibilities.   
a) Spring planting must begin by May 15th or another date agreed upon by the majority of garden membership 

during that particular season. Any plots not in use by then will be forfeited and turned over to the next 
person on the waiting list, if applicable. 

b) Each gardener is responsible for the maintenance of his or her own plot or container, including any 
necessary repair, weeding, planting and harvesting.  If a gardener is out of town or otherwise unable to 
attend to his or her plot or container, he or she should make arrangements for its care in their absence.  
Gardeners are also expected to clean their plots and containers at the end of the season.  Any plot or 
container not maintained for one month may be reassigned to someone else or weeded/planted/harvested 
by others. 
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c) Each gardener must participate in communal care of the garden. This includes such tasks as spring 
preparation, fall clean up and “shut down,” constructing raised beds, digging communal beds, constructing 
communal structures for the garden, or organizational tasks such as calling the other gardeners, setting up 
meetings, mailings and research.  It also includes picking up trash and debris in the garden, sweeping, 
weeding, watering common areas and turning the compost heap. Garden meetings, group communications 
about garden business and workshops with Philadelphia Green are also considered part of the communal 
care of the garden. 

d) Each gardener is responsible for taking good care of tools and equipment.  Common tools are meant for 
garden use and should stay in the garden area (in storage or other appropriate location.)  Tools may be 
signed out briefly for personal use, if documented clearly in the garden binder.  Tools not signed out may be 
viewed as missing and cause unnecessary alarm and time lost by those looking for them. 

e) Each gardener will record time worked/ time playing/ time with guests in garden notebook so that we may 
report to Philadelphia Green our volunteer and usage hours of the garden.  This is important information for 
funding for the garden. 

f) Gardeners are required to maintain organic gardening practices.  Any questionable pesticides, herbicides, 
or other substances should be avoided or run by the Garden Coordinator, who will consult with the Penn 
State Agricultural Extension Office or the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society when needed.   

g) Plants must be planted and staked so as not to interfere with the free movement along the paths. This 
space is necessary for carrying water, tools and traversing the garden. Plants interfering with free 
movement may be re-staked by others.  Each gardener is responsible for keeping weed free the “L” shaped 
area around your plot (when viewing them from Sloan Street) 

h) Gardeners shall practice good communication norms – be kind to others, ask questions without making 
assumptions, listen to different points of view, express your own views and be willing to compromise. 

i) The group may establish other rules, responsibilities and regulations at garden meetings. Once these rules 
are agreed on, they will be inserted as addendums into the garden binder. 
 

New garden member or Renewing garden member (circle one) 
 
I want to garden the following: 
  1 plot or  ½ plot (based on availability)   &/or      #of containers 
  Communal space gardener (I just want to help with caring for the communal flower areas and 
veggies for the food bank) 
 
Water fee (circle appropriate item) 
$10 (full or half plot)   $5 x # containers = $  $0 communal space gardeners 
 
I have read the Sloan Street Community Garden Rules and Regulations and understand that failure to meet the 
guidelines will result in loss of deposit and gardening privileges.  I understand that neither the garden group nor 
owners of the land are responsible for my actions. I agree to hold harmless the garden group and owners of the 
land for any liability, damage, loss or claim that occurs in connection with use of the garden by me or any of my 
guests.  I further understand that by accepting a copy of the key to the garden, I must return the key to the 
garden group if I no longer have a plot, container, or if I am not an active communal space gardener for the 
season. I must secure the garden each time after I use it, and not loan the key to others.  All guests must be 
accompanied at the garden. I understand that due to city environment, low to moderate lead levels may be 
present in some garden areas and that I may request to see the soil analysis testing of the garden. 
 
Signature(s):           Date:      
 
To be filled out by the Garden Coordinator/Designee/Treasurer:    Initials:               
Date received:                       Payment received for:  $          for plot/containers  $  for  water  
$        for deposit (write n/a if renewing member who already paid deposit) 
Key issued:    YES/ Already has key (if renewing member who already has key) Key returned:  
 
Name:          Date: 
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I am most interested in the following areas of common responsibility (your choice may be able to help 
guide the group in dividing the common tasks). 
 

 Keeping water barrels filled 

 Orienting potential new members to the garden layout, tools, responsibilities, etc. 
Overseeing the composting  

 Taking out Trash Cans on Sunday night 

 Helping with City Harvest (growing food for the local food bank or picking, cleaning and 
delivering) 

 Share knowledge and skill to teach others how to garden (which are weeds in the garden, how to 
water, how to plant seeds, teach others about “good bugs” v. “bad bugs” 

 Keep an eye on the overall condition of the garden and bring it’s condition to the attention of the 
garden coordinator when needed, including checking out plants for disease, “bad” insects, 
overgrowth, rotting veggies/fruit, trash, etc. 

 Weed-whipping the “lawn” (paths, rear area, crevices and any other space that is not specifically 
cultivated) 

 Organizing garden events (like potlucks or “field trips”) 

 Organizing fundraising activities 

 Writing emails or letters and communicating with the other gardeners or local officials about the 
garden activities 

 Straightening the tool shed, shelves and tool storage areas and keeping tools in good shape 

 Picking up trash 

 Weeding common areas 

 Pruning large vegetation 

  Other (describe) 
 
 
 


